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THE BIRTH AND BEYOND I 


The formation of a soccer club never once entered into the mind of Dutchman John 
Van Hoboken when he made the plunge to call Australia home back in 1948. 

Having previously spent a brief "tour of duty" down-under on assignment for the 
Dutch / East Indies government shortly after the end of the Second World War, Van 
Hoboken's prime objective in this new land of opportunity was strictly business. 

While business was very much a time consuming affair in the early years of 
settlement, van Hoboken's appetite for his beloved football was soon renewed by partner 
Jack Skolnik, President of the powerful Hakoah Sports Club. The muttered words of 
"you Dutchmen don't know how to play soccer" while somewhat a sarcastic statement, 
from Skolnik whose club was entering into the start of one of their greatest periods, rang 
loud and clear in the ears of Van Hoboken. He quite clearly was willing to take matters 
a step further and throw down a challenge. The challenge quickly turned into reality as 
the name WILHELMINA D.S.C. (Dutch Soccer Club) was officially registered setting 
the wheels in motion. 

Financing the entire club out of his own pocket, despite a great deal. of expense, the 
now founding president demanded only one stipulation, that he run the entire show, 
lock, stock and barrel. 

Fully aware that many high quality and class Dutch players had immigrated to 
Australia in search of greener pastures during the early 1950's, van Hoboken went 
scouting for recruits, intent on attracting the right kind of personnel. 

With many players plying their trade in the First Division with clubs such as Prahran, 
Brighton and Moreland, the initial thought of an all Dutch club was overwhelmingly 
received though some hesitation was clearly evident with the plunge to the lowest 
competition possible, the 4th Division reserves, a somewhat unrewarding attraction. 

Nevertheless, with the 1953 season already under way and Wilhelmina given the go 
ahead to unleash the "orange" shirts mid way through the campaign, a number of 
players agreed to an instant transfer, while other recruits pledged a move after seeing 
out the season with their respective clubs. 

From an embryonic stage to birth, the Wilhelmina ship was now set to sail full steam 
ahead. 

A paddock in North Balwyn, more accustomed to catering for herds of grazing cattle 
became Wilhelmina's first home as the go ahead for competition had finally arrived. 
While the surface was a somewhat nightmare for players more at home and used to lush 
terra firm such as Middle Park, the unsavoury conditions proved little of a handicap. 
Finishing the shortened season in second place and with an unblemished record, the 
writing was on the wall that something special was set to explode in the lower divisions. 


TRIPLE TREAT 


Now officially affiliated with the V.A.S.F.A. (Victorian Amateur Soccer Federation 
of Australia) Wilhelmina entered the Fourth Division ranks in 1954 with an air of 
confidence. 

Now boasting an uncompromising squad of players in the calibre of captain Tom 
Olifiers, Wieke Bakens, Appie van Dinther, Dre Remmers, Piet Schipperheyn, Ben van 
de Berg, Rinus van de Peet, Jack Lamers and that great goalkeeper Hans van Egmond, 
Wilhelmina raised little more than a canter throughout the season to claim the title. 

Once again all opposition was brushed aside with a minimum of fuss as the 3rd 
Division crown was secured in 1955. With word filtering through to First Division 
clubs that an elite force was knocking on the door, Wilhelmina set their sights on yet 
another championship. 

With Dutch immigration reaching its highest levels in 1956, the feats of the men in 
"orange" quickly spread amongst the hoards of new soccer starved arrivals who were 
itching to cheer on their new idols. 

Now based in Richmond (Burley Oval) Wilhelmina continued their relentless push, 
entering the half way mark of the season undefeated and an odds on certainty to 
continue the climb, this time to the top of the tree with Victoria's best. 

With soccer back in Holland still under the umbrella as an amateur sport, Wilhelmina 





FIRST TEAM 1954 was given a huge boost because of that status, with the arrival of renowned Dutch 
Back Row (I to r): Piet Schipperheyn, Ruud Rubens, Appie van Dinther, Tom Olifiers, Joop Stekelenburg, international Sjel "Mike" de Bruyckere. The flamboyant de Bruyckere, capped eight 

Gerrit v.d, Berg. times and a leading force behind Willem II's capture of the 1952 Dutch First Division 
Front: Rinus v.d. Peet, Jan Lamers, Ben v.d. Berg, Jan Teuben, Dre Remmers. 


title, was quickly given star treatment when his wife and two children were greeted by 
Van Hoboken. After all, Sjel had turned his back on a fine career, plus a lucrative 
contract in Switzerland to take command as Wilhelmina's first ever official coach. 

While soccer in his new homeland was a far cry from playing in front of crowds in the 
vicinity of 70,000, Wilhelmina's huge gain only further enhanced the ever growing 
support base. 

Despite de Bruyckere's presence, the 2nd Division title was never in doubt. In the 
final analysis, Wilhelmina's League record since the official entry back in '54, was 
awesome and magnificent. From 4th to the Ist Division in successive seasons with an 
unbeaten record of 54 matches was impressive enough, but the icing on the cake was the 
marvellous feat of scoring 158 goals in the one season, undoubtedly a feat yet to be 
matched to this present day. 

While the first three years in competition no doubt even had Van Hoboken choked 
with pride, one small cancer had crept into the team, which the president quickly 
operated on before it spread totally out of control. 

With matches continually won with effortless ease, players overcame the predictable 
final result by setting up bets between themselves to see who could predict the correct 
final score and thus collect the "kitty". There can be no denying that the players many a 
time threw away much higher scorelines to hopefully accommodate their wager and on 
the odd occasion, tempers became a touch frayed with the tension of possible pounds 


PLAYER OBITUARY 1953 - 1993 


Terry Lockhurst Cor Morks 


Frank Stoffels Piet Brouwer 





Fred Bunce Ben van de Berg 
i: (currency) gained or pounds lost. 


FIRST DIVISION HERE WE COME 


There was no room for gambling on results with Wilhelmina now proudly bunched 
with Victoria's leading clubs in the First Division. For many of the players who 
made the sacrifice in Wilhelmina's teething stages to drop out of the League, it was 
a simple case of self gratification and a point proven to many who had scoffed at 
their defection. 

Wilhelmina's first taste of top flight soccer was the pre-season Sun Cup. If there was 
the slightest doubt that Wilhelmina was out of its depth a berth in the final ended any 
such speculation. Despite losing (a word unheard of ) the final to J.U.S.T., the team 
and supporters alike sensed a very promising season ahead. 

The season also heralded a new ground (the club's third) with the move to McDonald 
Reserve in Hawthorn. Set in natural slopes, complete with a quaint cottage set on a hill 
which doubled as the players changing rooms, there was also more accommodating 
space with great vantage points for the overflowing crowds to lay claim to. 





Life in the fast lane finally ended the unbeaten sequence with the season now longer Bet ae! 

and more hectic in pace and overall standard, a creditable 5th place in the 12 team — hii 

competition was nothing to be frowned upon. While there would be no success at as at a 

League level, Wilhelmina playing under the banner of Holland in the Craven "A" World Eco es a ae aK 

Cup tournament, once again set the fans into a frenzy clinching the final at Olympic DOCKERTY CUP WINNERS 1958 

Park with a 2-0 victory over Scotland. , Back Row (Itor): | Ad Sloothaak, Sjel De Bruyckere, Hans Petersen, Tjibbe Keuken, Rein Yntema, Arie 
With the First Division tag peeled away and replaced under the new name of the State | Luyten, Tony Noy, Dre Remmers. 

League at the start of the 1958 season, Wilhelmina though in some regards still . sia SEES ite or Mes, Cor hatiperee 


somewhat wet behind the ears, quickly became a force to be reckoned with. 

After a sterling season the title chase became a simple case of so close but yet so far as 
Wilhelmina had to settle for runners up, behind the State's most powerful team over the 
past decade Juventus. The Italian giants were indeed a touch relieved to pass the 
winners post after such a close shave to collect their sixth title in seven seasons. 
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CLUS CLINCHES DOCKERTY CUP 


While no doubt disappointed by the League campaign, Wilhelmina found plenty of 
consolation, a touch of revenge taking out the prestigious Dockerty Cup. Having 
disposed of both Hakoah and Sunshine in the 5th and 6th rounds respectively, the | 
orange machine blasted five goals past Slavia in the semi final to force a show-down g 
with Juventus. 

In a gripping and pulsating final at Olympic Park, honours were shared with a replay 
required to break the deadlock. With fans jammed to the rafters for the second battle, a 
fine goal from de Bruyckere sealed the delivery of the cup which had first been 
presented to Carlton United back in 1909. 

To cap off a fine finale, captain Bill Westerveld was awarded the Argus Medal (later 
known as the Bill Fleming medal) after being adjudged the Leagye's Best and Fairest 
Player. i 


RESERVE TEAM 1958 
Back Row(Itor): 2. Noy, H. Maassen, K. v.d. Poel, A. v. Dinther, J. v.d. Linden, J. Stekelenburg. 
Front: T. Raatjes, R. Roelofs, H. v. Groningen, C. Morks, G. Bakker. 
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WILHELMINA CROWNED VICTORIA'S BEST 


Spurred on by the near miss six months earlier, Wilhelmina made sure there would 
be no second prize coming their way in 1959. Blitzing the opposition week in week 
out, the crown was finally secured with a combination of spectacular and highly 
skilled soccer that had the press beaming such headlines as WONDERFUL, 
WONDERFUL, WILHELMINA. 

Wilhelmina now boasting a daunting line-up with Cor Morks, Leo Janssen, Arie 
Sloothaak, Cor Mathyssen, Dre Remmers, Tony Noy, Arie Luyten, Bill Westerveld, 
Tjibbe Keuken, Rein Yntema, Sjel de Bruyckere and Hans Petersen all playing a major 
part in the successful campaign. 

Glory did come at a price unfortunately with Yntema breaking his leg while 
representing Victoria against Hungarian champions Ferencvaros, while coach de 
Bruyckere had the fans gasping in shock after fracturing his leg during a League fixture 
against Hakoah. 

The highest and most tragic price of all was the sad news of centre half and captain 
Westerveld losing an arm after being involved in a serious car accident. 

With a high performance rate expected on a regular basis, Wilhelmina opened up the 
1960 season with a disappointing loss to J.U.S.T., in the final of the annual pre-season 
night tournament. 

Concentrating on the League, Wilhelmina went on an eight goal scoring spree against 
Footscray-Capni in round two to once again sound a warning to all the other clubs. 
Unfortunately that warning was short lived as a four match stretch without a win placed 
the team amongst the middle of the pack. 

Spurred into action, Wilhelmina disposed of Polonia (5-1), Moreland (2-1), 
Melbourne (5-1), before thumping seven past Preston with Arie Luyten tke star of the 
demolition with five goals. 

The first team ranks were further stocked with the arrival of Dick van Alphen mid 
season. The former Dutch First Division midfielder and "B" International became an 
instant hit with his skilful technique and his superb form was quickly rewarded with 
selection in the Victorian team. 

At the time Wilhelmina was chock full of Australian and Victorian representatives 
with de Ruiter, Janssen, Morks, de Bruyckere, Hearn, Yntema, Keuken, Mathyssen, 
Noy, Luyten, Petersen and Westerveld all penciled in for duty. 

In the end despite such a star studded line-up, Wilhelmina failed to produce enough 
consistent form to defend the title claimed twelve months earlier. 

Still, the team had shown more than enough to impress English soccer commentator 
Bernard Moss, whom after watching Wilhelmina in action during a brief "soccer pools” 
promotion tour, commented, "Wilhelmina of Melbourne played in a manner most suited 
fo please the English public". Moss was also convinced Wilhelmina was capable of 
topping the tables in the English Second Division (now known as the First). 

1961 once again saw Wilhelmina boosted the playing staff with the early season 
attivals of striker Leo Beerendonk and midfielders Frans van Balkom and Frank 
Stoffels. Beerendonk quickly showed his large appetite for goals with an awesome 
display in round 7 against Port Melbourne Slavia in a match seemingly lost at one stage. 


Trailing 2-0, Beerendonk went to town with a double hat-trick, while goals to van 
Alphen and Henny van de Linde saw an amazing final scoreline in Wilhelmina's favour 
of 8-2. 

With form hovering up and down, Wilhelmina entered the later half of the season with 
the championship well within the bounds of reality. In front of a record home crowd 
and the last official home fixture at McDonald Reserve, Wilhelmina's dreams all but 
diminished with a disappointing 2-0 loss to League leaders George Cross. 

Those dreams were even shattered further with the Maltese outfit losing their way in 
the final two rounds leaving Polonia to sew up the title, which may well have headed in 
the direction of Wilhelmina had that crucial defeat never occurred. In the end a final 
placing of third was a bitter pill to swallow. 


WILHELMINA WINS STATE LEAGUE CUP 


With the League pleasures and pain now gone, Wilhelmina was left to battle in the 
Cup competitions. The State League Cup, a competition for the top four final 
placed sides was the first mission to be conquered. 

Drawn against champions Polonia in the knock-out semi-final, a tense struggle finally 
saw Wilhelmina win through to the final 2-1, after keeper Rudi van Altena performed 
heroics to stop a last minute penalty. 

With George Cross clinching the other semi, a battle of nutrition was set to take place. 
While entering into the match as slight underdogs, a thumping early goal from Tony 
Noy set the men in orange on the path to victory. Further goals from Frank Stoffels and 
Jan Bons all but settled the issue 3-1. 

The next quest was, the Dockerty Cup. Having by-passed Box Hill and Juventus, 
Polonia extracted revenge for their early exit in the State League cup with a tight 1-0 
victory in the semi-finals. 

With the reserves now the sole survivors in Cup competition, they gleefully kept the 
flag flying with an easy 5-2 victory over Polonia to take out the Harry Armstrong Cup. 





- 


BUILDING OF CLUBROOMS IN PROGRESS 


BOUND FOR RINGWOOD 


1962 was to signal a new and exciting era for Wilhelmina. Having learned of a 
vast sporting complex under development in the Melbourne eastern suburb of 
Ringwood during 1961, van Hoboken, ever the opportunist and always on the look 
out to further improve his already powerful club, approached the local Ringwood 
Council Chambers with the view of laying claim to the proposed soccer facilities. 

After lengthy negotiations, the Wilhelmina president was given the nod of approval to 
relocate, despite the fact that any soccer ground was at least ten years down the track 
due to financial costs. 

The council flatly saw the building of a football ground, tennis courts and swimming 
centre as the main priority and after all soccer was an unknown quantity in the east. 

Undaunted, Van Hoboken approached the council with a counter proposal of funding 
the soccer project himself and with no objection forthcoming, Jubilee Park operation was 
set in motion. 

A piece of dense bushland at the bottom right perimeter of the complex was set aside, 
though the top left hand side where the present number two football ground now sits was 
the preferred site. 

With the help of a number of keen and willing volunteers, whom at first glance saw 
the whole concept as the foresight of a "madman", after all here was a piece of land 
inhabited by vast varieties of wildlife and completely covered with acres of trees. But 
after the willing drive of blood, sweat and tears, a once overrun setting was now a green 
oasis, flanked by a complete and high tech. light system, with concrete terracing, vast 
grandstand and magnificent social facilities. 

To complete the whole new restructure the title of Ringwood City was added to 
Wilhelmina at the request of the Council who now saw the club as an avenue of 
entertainment not only for the Dutch folk, but for all nationalities and the community at 
large. 

Thirty years down the track the ground is still rated as one of the finest establishments 
in the State and certainly the only one ever built without any outside assistance 
whatsoever. 


NIGHT OF DELIGHT 
With a new ground and huge opening ceremony waiting in the wings, Wilhelmina 
made sure it would be a double celebration by clinching the night time pre-season 
tournament, the Ampol Cup held at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground. 

Having had to previously settle for second best in 1957 and 1960 with the competition 
then under the banner of the "Sun Cup", Wilhelmina and opponents George Cross 
thrilled the 8,000 strong crowd with delighted soccer, smothered with entertainment 
galore. 

Heralded by the press as the "match of the season", both sides-entered the half-time 
break with the scores still at a deadlock and the contest very much wide open. A 
schrewd tactical move by de Bruyckere with the introduction of the fresh and fleet of 


Pave & 


foot Henny van de Linde instantly swung proceedings, with the substitute finding the 
back of the net twice, while a fine thumping header from Bons all but settled the issue. 
With a little more than three minutes remaining and Georgie trailing 2-3, the orange 
army of fans was stunned into complete silence as a penalty was awarded. 

Cubero, a Spaniard in the Maltese line-up, stepped up to the spot only to despairingly 
watch his attempt brilliantly saved by keeper van Altena. That desperate lunge was 
certainly well worth its weight in gold as Wilhelmina pocketed the 300 pound first 
prize, from a purse overall filled with 700 pounds. 

Wearing an unfamiliar gold and black strip on the night were the following twelve 
heroes: Rudi van Altena (Leo Janssen reserve keeper), Cor Mathyssen, Neville Luyt, 
Dick van Alphen, Huub Vleugels, Puck Storimans, Leo Beerendonk, Sjel de Bruyckere, 
Tyibbe Keuken, Jo van de Linden (Henry van de Linde), Jan Bons. 





FIRST TEAM 1962 - AMPOL CUP FINAL 


Back Row (Itor): —_D. v. Alphen, L. Janssen, S. de Bruyckere, L. Beerendonk, J. Keuken, J. v.d. Linden, 
J. Bons. 
Front: N. Luyt, C. Mathyssen, R. v. Altena, H. Vleugels, P. Storimans. (Absent on Photo 


H.v.d. Linde). 


TIME FOR CELEBRATION 


The 31st of March 1962, finally signalled the long awaited unveiling of the 
impressive new surroundings at Jubilee Park. Officials from both the Ringwood 
Council and the Soccer Federation, along with 5,000 fans were treated to a carnival 
atmosphere with marching girls and band music providing the entertainment. 

With all the fanfare complete, it was down to the business of League competition with 
South Melbourne Hellas, though somewhat engulfed by all the pre-match build up, 
looking to wipe some of the jubilation off the many faces. 

But nothing was going to spoil this special day as Wilhelmina put the icing on the 
cake with a fine 2-1 win. 





PRESIDENT JOHN VAN HOBOKEN ADDRESSING THE LARGE CROWD AT THE 
OPENING OF JUBILEE PARK. 


Despite having a spanking new ground, Jubilee Park was rarely used during the 
formative years, mainly due to Wilhelmina constantly being billed in the weekly match 
of the round and thus almost becoming a permanent resident of Olympic Park. 

Continuing to cast themselves amongst the leading pack of teams, the challenge for 
the coveted League title was once again in earnest. 

With the championship assembling as a four horse race, Wilhelmina nosed ahead of 
Juventus into second place in round 18 with an almighty demolition of Moreland. The 
9-1 final scoreline was nothing short of a goal feast. Paul Sas grabbed five while Bill 
Godthelp and Frank Stoffels also enjoyed the binge with two goals apiece. 

The push forward continued seven days later with Croatia this time on the end of a 5-1 
drubbing with the previous week's goalscorers once again adding to their tallies. 

With just three rounds remaining, Wilhelmina all but conceded the title to Hellas. 


In a do or die clash with J.U.S.T., who also had aspirations of possible glory, both 
sides had to settle for a share of the points in a tense two all draw. Picking up a further 
three points in the final two encounters, Wilhelmina for the second season running had 
to be content with third place, only missing out on a higher rung due do goal difference. 


The final top four standings were as follows: 
S.M.HELLAS 32, JUVENTUS 30, WILHELMINA 30, J.U.S.T. 29. 
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WILHELMINA CROWNED AUSSIE CHAMPS 


Having made an early exit from the Dockerty Cup, the only hope of possible glory 
now lay solely with the Australian Cup. The competition which was based on a 
knock-out format involving clubs from the Victorian top four and their interstate 
counterparts, was a fresh innovation and certainly an early testing station for a 
future national competition. 

Weaving through the maze of early matches, Wilhelmina made sure the Victorian flag 
was kept flying, clinching a final berth against Adamstown of New South Wales. 

With the all important fixture assigned to the large country coal mining setting of 
Newcastle, Wilhelmina withstood the overwhelming local support to clinch the title with 
nothing more than a gutsy effort winning 2-1. 

Slightly under the weather, Wilhelmina in an act of diplomacy fronted up 24 hours 
later for an exhibition match at Crystal Place (NSW), though given the heavy 
celebrations, many players were sure that the round object used during the afternoon was 
a medicine ball. 

With the season now in recess the club was rocked to the foundations with the news 
that de Bruyckere wanted to leave after a dispute. The thought of such a prospect 
haunted the fans, but leave he did, though his stay with Juventus would prove short 
lived. 

As the coaching position was now vacant, the astute Huub Geraerds took command at 
the start of ‘63. 

Wilhelmina's long reign of latching onto players from Holland had now all but 
diminished with FIFA., imposing a ban. Players, once so keen to make the trek down- 
under now found little reason to, with the game now a fully min professional sport in 
their homeland. 

Undaunted and ever the opportunist, Van Hoboken reset his sights on gaining 
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FIRST TEAM 1961 
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Back Row (Itor): _D. v. Alphen, L. Beerendonk, P. Brouwer, T. Noy, H. v.d. Linde, F. v. Balkom, J.Bons. 
Front: L. Peterson, P. Erasmus, L. Janssen, C. Mathyssen. 


Mascot: B. de Bruyckere. 
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FIRST TEAM 1962 


Back Row ([tor): §L. Beerendonk, F. Stoffels, Th. v.Rooyen, F. v.Balkom, S. de Bruyckere, D. Stobbe, 
D. vAlphen. 
Front: J. Bons, C. Morks, H. Vleugels, R.v. Altena, P. Erasmus, H. v.d. Linde. 
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RESERVE TEAM 1963 


seasoned ‘pros’ from England, Scotland and Ireland. This practice while no doubt 
causing a few raised eyebrows at the time, proved in the long term extremely beneficial 
to the club and an overall boost to the code in general. 

So with the days of an all Dutch outfit well and truly a thing of the past, the British 
assault on the club soon took affect with the likes of Ollie Norris, Terry Lockhurst and 
Syd Steele all quickly becoming weekly regulars and prime contributors. 

Norris in particular, was quick to win over the supporters with numerous gutsy 
performances which won him the nickname "“brickwall". Norris's never say die 
approach on many occasions kept Wilhelmina in the hunt when many a man would have 
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simply thrown in the towel. His determination was never more evident than in a rip- 
roaring clash with Hellas at Middle Park. 

With the scores locked at three all and a touch over two minutes on the clock 
remaining, "brickwall" produced a sizzling over-head kick from the edge of the area that 
went crashing into the back of the net to turn a certain draw into a memorable victory. 

Despite such galiant inspiration, Wilhelmina’s label of a feared opponent was starting 
to well and truly slip. Requiring just a draw against bottom of the table Richmond in the 
final fixture of the season to wrap up a top four spot, it was not to be with the already 
relegated German backed outfit winning one nil and Wilhelmina having to settle for 
fifth place and instant omission from both the State League and Australian Cups. 

There would be no joy either in the Dockerty Cup after bowing out in the quarter 
finals. 


THE END OF AN ASTONISHING ERA 


The period between '64 and '66 would undoubtedly see the once powerful reign 
come to an end. With the overflowing crowds slowly but surely diminishing, so to 
did Wilhelmina’s once predictable tabie standings. 

In a season with more ups and downs than a yo-yo, Wilhelmina ended ‘64 in an 
unheard of 8th position. The only impression of any great note being the reserves who 
once again enjoyed a good Armstrong Cup run before losing their way to Lions in the 
semi finals (1-5). 
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FIRST TEAM 1963 
Back Row (1 tr): D. v.Alphen, B. Godthelp, N. Luyt, T. Keuken, P. Brouwer, H. Petersen. 
Reserve keeper, S. Steele. 
Front: D. Stobbe, L. Janssen, F. Stoffels, T. Lockhurst, O. Norris. 
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~ RESERVE TEAM 1965 


Back Row (ltor): § LenJohnson, Huub Geraerds, Ray Whelan, Tom Brazier, Ray Johnson, Tim Noy, 


Sandy Wilson, Frans v. Balkom, Jim Davie. 








Front: Cor Teeuw, ma Watson, Nick v. Egmond, George Robinson, Henry v.d. Linde. 
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‘FIRST TEAM 1966 
Back Row (Itor): 7. Ferguson, M. de Bruyckere, J. Brouwer, S. Steele, P. Aldis, D, Cameron. 
Front: C. Teeuw, T. Watson, L. de Man, A. Vln Z. Brazier. 
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FIRST TEAM MID 60' s 
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If that season had been a let down, worse was to follow in '65 with Wilhelmina 
finishing one place further down the table in 9th place. Never hovering any higher 
than 8th for any length of time, the only real major highlights to come out of the season, 
was a splendid 2-1 victory over a Victorian squad in a friendly game at Jubilee Park, 
plus the tremendous exploits between the posts from keeper Norm Hobson, whose form 
did not go unnoticed with selection in both the Victorian and Australian squads. 

With the writing on the wall that the club was in serious trouble, Geraerds was 
replaced by one time favourite son de Bruyckere who in his time away from Jubilee Park 
had found little cheer during his stint in charge of fellow State Leaguers, Lions. 

The start of '66 was in one word, disastrous. Without one single point from the first 
six starts, the club was sitting in the cellar with little prospect of recovery. With the 
defence having conceded 17 goals, Peter Aldis a former English F.A. Cup finalist with 
Aston Villa was swung into the heart of the backline to stop the rot. The move paid 
immediate dividends as Wilhelmina finally put win number one and their first points on 
the board with a trouncing 7-0 victory over Lions at Jubilee Park. 

The win was indeed a magic tonic with consecutive victories over Alexander (1-0) and 
Slavia (2-0) placing the club within grasp of escaping the dreaded relegation spot. 

Escape they did, with a 3-2 win over Croatia in round 12 placing Lions at the foot of 
the table and Wilhelmina to temporary safety one spot higher. 

Relegation looked certainly out of the question in round 18 as Wilhelmina lifted 
themselves to a season high of 9th after a comfortable 3-0 victory over Lions who now 
looked odds on certainties for the drop. 

Requiring no more than one victory or two points in the final four rounds, the 
equation became just too much with defeats to Slavia (1-6), Melbourne (1-3) and Hellas 
(1-3) sending the club to the lower depths of the First Division. 

One small consolation for the club in the darkest period of its history was the 
awarding of the Argus Medal to Aldis. 


GOALS, GOALS, GOALS 


The prospect of beginning life once again in the depths of the League's "Bermuda 
Triangle" was nothing short of daunting. After all many clubs once having made 
the plunge, inevitably never bounce back, let alone recover. 

Renowned Dutch coach Jan Bens was handed the tough role of lifting the club from 
the quagmire and his task looked nothing short of unsavoury as Wilhelmina with just 
one victory in the opening three rounds was sitting in the lower bottom half of the table. 

Shocked into submission the team slowly but surely strung together some respectable 
victories. With question marks still hanging around the teams head, twenty year old 
English striker, Steve Atkins quickly quashed any worries away. Making his debut in 
the round 11 away fixture to Box Hill, Wilhelmina swamped the opposition to the 
resounding tune of 9-0. 

Atkins along with his partner in crime up front Gerry Keuken both scored hat-tricks 
while the ever present Syd Steele made it a triple treat with a three goal haul, with two 
having come from the penalty spot. 

Despite a slight hiccup two weeks later, Wilhelmina and St. Albans soon made the 
First Division a two horse race. There was an air of expectancy when the two teams 
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CHAMPIONS FIRST DIVISION 1967 


M. Plunkett, B. Adam, T. Vowels, B. Wyatt, S. Wilson, S. Steele, J. Bens (coach). 
Front: G. Keuken, N. v.Egmond, S. Atkins, H. Vleugels, A. Villiers, Reserve keeper. 


Back Row (I to r): 


met in round 14, with undoubtedly the victor of the contest certain to not only gain the 
upper hand but also achieve a huge psychological advantage. 

Having conceded just a paltry eight goals, St. Albans was to have that tally nearly 
doubled as Wilhelmina coasted to an emphatic 7-0 victory with Atkins once again the 
star of the show with four goals. 

The goalscoring frenzy continued at relentless ease with Dandenong City (7-2), 
Elwood Austria (4-1), Moreland Thistle (5-1), Springvale (5-0), and Sandringham City 
(4-0) all on the receiving end as the push for the title was well and truly in earnest. 

After scraping past Coburg United 2-1 in round 20, Wilhelmina was now odds on 
favourite to clinch the title with St. Albans buckling to Springvale. With a win at 
Maribyrnong Triestina certain to guarantee promotion, Wilhelmina was rocked with the 
withdrawal of Atkins on the eve of the decisive clash. 

Twenty year old former Coventry City apprentice Stan Bradley eased any worries with 
a hat-trick on his debut as the championship was wrapped up in little more than a canter 
6-0. 

It was also a case of double celebration as the reserves also clinched the title going 
through the season unbeaten with an impressive goal tally stretching over the one 
hundred mark. 

In the end Wilhelmina had finished the season with a remarkable and certainly 
impressive record of 18 wins, 1 draw and 3 losses., scoring 83 goals and conceding just 
16. The glutten of goals also spilled over into the Dockerty Cup as Wilhelmina marched 
through the early rounds. Rd.1 vs Albion Rovers (7-2), Rd. 2 vs Elwood (6-4) and Rd. 3 
vs Bell Park (8-2). 

Hakoah finally drew the curtain down on the season in the Quarter Finals in a tense 
battle at Middle Park (2-3). <% 

Regular contributors during the season were: Alan Villiers, ‘Sandy Wilson, Steve 
Atkins, Gerry Keuken, Bobby Wyatt, Mike Plunkett, Syd Steele, Peter Flynn, Jan 
Brouwer, Bobby Adam, Terry Vowles, Nick van Egmond and Huub Vieugels. 


Fase Jé6 


BACK IN THE BIG TIME 


Returning to the State League after a one year absence, there was certainly no 
question that the club was on the look out for conciliation to thwart any possible 
repeat performance that tore the heart out of the orange shirts in '66. 

The British influx now a more than steady flow continued with the arrival of former 
Liverpool star Bobby Thomson, Graham Bibby and Barry O'Toole. 

Also joining the ranks midway through the season was former Dutch amateur 
International Wim "Ted" Spiekerman. 

The campaign opened up on a sour note with Jubilee Park inactive due to a scorching 
Melbourne summer. Having to transfer the first two home fixtures to alternative venues, 
Wilhelmina at least dampened the situation with a crushing 6-1 win over Juventus at 
Middle Park to mark the return with a bang. 

Once again goalmachine Atkins was amongst the scorers, though this time he was 
overshadowed by a Vowles hat-trick. 

In a season of stops and starts, the final position of 7th was pleasing enough and at 
least there was a future platform from which to build upon. 





+ 


‘ ae 
= Pha =o 


FIRST TEAM 1968 
Back Row(Itor): Bob Wyatt, Bob Thomson, Michael Plunkett, Sandy Wilson, Terry Vowels, Bob Adam. 
Front: John Hamlet, John Feenstra, Gerry Keuken, Huub Vieugels, Nick v. Egmond, Steve 


Atkins. 


PIPPED ON THE POST 


1969 will undoubtedly go down as the clubs last real major attempt to secure the 
State League title. Had it not been for a wayward patch toward the end of the 
season Wilhelmina would have quite comfortably added another championship to 
go along with the one secured a decade earlier. 

Despite the loss of the respected Bens who returned to his native Holland, Van 
Hoboken quite adequately covered the position with the appointment of Les Courtier. 
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With vast experience in South Africa, Argentina, Nigeria and Egypt, Courtier quickly 
formed and moulded a formidable squad that was backed up by the following three 
signings on his request. Winger Fred Bunce formerly with English club Watford, Welsh 
striker Brian Edgeley and midfielder David Pygall. 

Also brought into the line-up was Scottish keeper John Kennedy who displaced Nick 
van Egmond as the number one choice. With just one loss up to the 14th round, 
Wilhelmina was sitting pretty at the top of the table with twin strikers Edgeley and 
Spiekerman constantly finding the mark, earning them the title as the most feared 
forwards in the competition. 

With the promise to each player that a European tour was on offer if the championship 
could be left resting at Jubilee Park, an obvious case of stage fright suddenly hit the 
team. 

Rounds 15 to 22 saw just two more wins and top spot which had been held for 
eighteen weeks suddenly all but evaporated. 

In the end third place was of little consolation. The season's goalscoring efforts did 
not go unnoticed with Spiekerman's haul of 18 which included a five goal, one man 
party against Hellas being enough to secure the League's leading marksman. 

With only the Dockerty Cup competition left to focus on, a 1-0 loss to Croatia in the 
semies finally ended a season which looked set to promise so much but in the end 
delivered very little. Some club pride was a least saved by the reserves who captured 
their second Armstrong Cup crown downing Croatia 2-1. 
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FIRST TEAM 1969 23 
Back Row(ltor): 2. Davies, A. Kerr, S. Steele, B. Adam, F. Bunce, R. Bailey, D. Ward. 
Front: W. Spiekerman, N. v.Egmond, A. Campbell, A., Villiers, D. Pygalli, R. Bens. 


fave sé 


~ 


THE UNCERTAIN SEVENTIES 






FIRST TEAM 1970 


Back Row (itor): David Pygall, Robert Bailey, Bob Adam, Mike Pye, Dick Ward, Wim Spiekerman. 
Front: Fred Bunce, Mehmet Tektas, Richard Bens, Brian Edgely, Barry O'Toole, 
Nick y. Egmond. 


Personal family reasons once again saw the Wilhelmina coaching position change 
hands at the start of the 1970 season. With Courtier gone, Edgeley took over the 
mantle with the tough assignment of regrouping the players who were still under 
heavy sedation. 

Edgeley's wand was certainly waving the right kind of magic as Wilhelmina went 
straight to the top of the table after the opening two rounds. But just as quick the climb, 
even quicker was the fall. Inconsistency in the week to week form left Wilhelmina 
hanging no further than a mid-table prospect, a position it would hold at the end of the 
season. 

Brilliant linkman Pygall brought some reason for cheer after taking out the Bill 
Fleming medal as the League's Best and Fairest, the third Wilhelmina player to claim 
such an honour. 

With obvious signs of worry creeping into the mind of Van Hoboken, club secretary 
Fred Hutchinson was sent on a scouting mission to the U.K. with the agenda to bring 
back some players capable of bolstering the fledgling ranks. Winger Keith Cockburn 
whom had League experience with both Grimsby Town and Bradford City and striker 
Peter Ollerton formerly with Bradford and Wrexham were the secretary's prime catches. 

Also cast into the net was Dutchman Rudi Muskee. Towards the end of the season 
the signature of former Scottish international Bobby Collins was also captured. The 39 
year old former Leeds United captain, capped 55 times for his county was an expensive 
coup for van Hoboken with a reported fee of $20,000 banded around as the lure. In the 
end the diminutive Collins would have a brief and short stint firstly as a player and then 
in the role of coach. 

With coach Jack Feenstra forced to resign mid way through the season due to ill health 
and with the team sitting in 1]th place, "Mr fix it" de Bruyckere was once again 
installed to keep the ship afloat. 
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FIRST TEAM 1971 
Back Row (Itor): Mr. J. van Hoboken, N. v.Egmond, D. Garthwaite, M. Lynn, T. Carmichael, D. Pygall, 
B. Adam, D. Ward, M. de Bruyckere. 
Front: K. Cockburn, B. Collins, P. Ollerton, T. Lockhurst, M. Pye, R. Muskee. 


Slowly but surely the tide of results went according to plan with a final standing of 
fifth a tremendous result. 

The reserves once again captured the Armstrong Cup for the second time in three 
years to at least give some heart for the immediate future. 

Forced to wait until round 10 to capture their first multiple points of the season in 
1972, three coaches were used without vain in an attempt to somehow thwart any danger 
of relegation. 

With Collins having been sent packing, Cliff Portwood, best remembered as an 
entertainer on the Channel Seven Saturday night variety show, The Penthouse Club, 
more than his coaching exploits, also received the axe after a brief spell. 

Reserves coach and former star player of the 60's with George Cross, Archie Campbell 
was in the end left to clean up the mess at the tail end of the season safely guiding his 
charges into eighth place. 

Once again the reserves stole the show capturing back to back Armstrong Cup titles. 

Given the coaching fiasco of the previous season, highly respected state coach Ken 
Kontra took control in ‘73. Kontra's choice paid immediate dividends as he guided the 
club in to the final of the Ampol Cup. Having finished second in group “B", 
Wilhelmina made sure of their berth in the final with a gutsy 1-0 victory over Juventus 
in the semi finals. Unfortunately the final proved out of the teams reach, with 
Melbourne taking the title 3-2. 

Wilhelmina's final line-up was a follows, Bob Carmichael, Mike Pye, Dick Ward, 
Bobby McGinn, David Garthwaite, Bobby Smith, Peter Ollerton, Colin Alexander, 
Brian Thom (Phil Williamson), Gary Cole (Chris Mullett), Rudi Muskee. 

Unperturbed by the loss, Wilhelmina opened up the League season all guns a blazing 
with Box Hill on the receiving end of a 4-0 thrashing. 

Goals continued to flow in round seven with Keilor Austria this time on the receiving 
end of a six goal onslaught. 
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The tides of fortunes took a turn for the worse with the campaign very much looking 
one of promise and potential. A European jaunt by Kontra three quarters into the 
season suddenly reversed proceedings. 

Despite the vain. attempts by caretaker coach Fred Bunce to ease the slip, a 
disappointing 7th place was a bitter pill to swallow given that the team had hovered for 
the majority in the top four. The luck was possibly best summed up in round 19, when 
despite knocking seven past Hellas, Wilhelmina still had to settle for a share of the 
points. 





WINNERS HARRY ARMSTRONG CUP 1971 


The year also marked the end of Peter Ollerton in an orange shirt. the one time free 
transfer from England quickly became hot property and in the end his talented services 
were snapped up by Sydney side Apia. The move in the end was plainly a further 
stepping stone with International honour at the highest level, the 1974 World Cup 
proving his oyster. 

Wayward form and inconsistency once again halted prospects in 1974. In the end 7th 
place for the second season running was in some way a flattering finish given that a 
final flurry towards the end all but averted a spot in the bottom three. Local derbies 
were also played for the first time with Mooroolbark United, champions of the First 
Division a threat to the once straight forward domination in the east. Wilhelmina 
survived the first bout with both clashes ending in one all draws and took the honours of 
supremacy finishing four places higher. 

The season though was not a total loss with the reserves clinching the title and the 
senior team enjoying a great Dockerty Cup run. Having cast aside Melbourne (2-0), 
Hakoah (2-0) and Fitzroy United Alexander (4-2) to reach the final, the last hurdle 
proving too much with State League champions South Melbourne Hellas capturing the 
double with a comfortable 4-1 win. 

A run of the mill season was once again the only way to describe 1975. Despite the 


addition of talented English trio Chris Kent, Keith Adams and John O'Callaghan, the 
sparks simply just did not ignite, despite disciplined methods from coach Trevor Owen. 

Looking to change fortunes, Owen reverted to a savage counter attack on his players 
prior to the round 11 meeting with Hakoah. Wielding the axe, the coach dumped six 
squad members, Cole, Kent, Williamson, Garthwaite, Holding and Adams due to what 
he described lack of fitness. 

With the six all banished to the reserves, a mass influx of young draftees were 
included for a senior call up. The old saying of "every cloud has a silver lining” rang 
true with seventeen year old Ron Verniers gaining glowing reports in the eventual 2-0 
defeat.  Verniers a highly decorated junior with Wilhelmina, having represented 
Victoria at Under 12, 14 and 16 level, was never to look back from that lucky break on 
the 28th June. 

Eventually chalking up over some two decades of service to the club, Verniers a tough 
tackling defender and former captain, finally ended his first team stay at the end of the 
1989 season. 

Owen's measures finally slipped into the distance and the publicity to the club did 
more damage than good as far as the overall morale was concerned. Having taken out 
the round 2 clash 1-0, Mooroolbark rightfully took the crown as the best in the east the 
following week with a 2-1 victory at Jubilee Park. No doubt jeered on by Wilhelmina's 
internal strife, the "Barkers" stay in charge would in the end prove all too brief. 
Finishing the season in 9th place, Wilhelmina was once again set to wave goodbye to a 
star of the future. 

Blonde striker Gary Cole, whom had come to the club in 1972 from South Yarra with 
an impressive junior portfolio, was transferred for a minimal fee to the Greek backed 
Fitzroy United Alexander (later to become Heidelberg). 

Relishing the move, Cole quickly established his reputation as one of Victoria's and 
Australia's best goalgetters at both club and international level. With Cole now missing 
as the vital link in attack, Wilhelmina was always going to struggle in 1976. Struggle, a 
now familiar word was wearing thin with the fans who were now numbering nothing 
like the club's glory days. 

Once again a meagre ninth place was little to smile about and certainly coach Owen 
wasn't resigning his post after just the fourth round due to a falling out with van 
Hoboken. 

Former keeper Rudi van Altena was brought in for a brief period as caretaker finally 
being replaced by another ex custodian Norm Hobson. Hobson to his credit at least 
moulded players such as John Luyten, Mike Lynn, Bobby Smith and John O'Callaghan 
into a squad that was far from the worst in the League. 

Unfortunately for Hobson, the Wilhelmina coaching "curse" also extinguished his 
reign early into 1977 with Fred Bunce once again called upon to look after team affairs. 

With the Phillips National League Competition off and running, the State League 
competition suddenly fell from grace as a soccer showpiece. 

With Mooroolbark a part of the new and exciting innovation, Wilhelmina was left in 
its tracks by many as a forgone conclusion. Those pundits may well have been glinting 
a smile as Wilhelmina once again started off another season with less than impressive 
results. 
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With reinforcements once again arriving from England, this time in the form of 
Bolton midfielder David Jones and Burly striker Andy Scott, fingers were crossed 
hoping the duo could at least rekindle some old fires. Scott had the flame a blazing in 
round three with a solo four goal haul against the strong Essendon Lions and continued 
his impact with weekly hauls. 

A contractual dispute prior to the half way point of the season fanned down the 
roaring flames with both players returning home and with them so to did Wilhelmina's 
hopes. 

med Scott's loss was proven to be substantial with the striker polling five best on 
ground performances in the Rothman's medal count, after making just nine appearances. 
Twelve months later, Wilhelmina's loss would prove New South Wales' gain with both 
players returning to Australian shores and the National League competition. 

With Mooroolbark collapsing after one season of doom in the PNL (Phillips League) 
Wilhelmina like many other clubs, vultured around the remains to bolster their stocks in 
1978. Keeper Paul Wilding and former Wilhelmina striker Brian Thom were gathered 
from the spoils, while Gary Groenewald, formerly with Hellas, Melbourne and Hakoah 
was also added to the squad on a free transfer. 

Despite the inclusions, coach Bunce summed up the teams plight after a 3-0 loss to 
Juventus by simply saying, "We are not good enough to be in this competition”. Those 
words seemed to be spot on until the round 8 clash with Essendon Croatia. 

Fielding a formidable line-up with the likes of John Gardiner, Steve Kokoska, Alan 
Kerr, Ken Murphy, Branko Culina, Tommy Cumming and Carl Gilder, Wilhelmina 
caused the upset of the season downing the top of the table side 1-0 to register a long 
awaited first victory. 

Spurred on and inspired by the result, Wilhelmina hit a purple patch going unbeaten 
for five weeks lifting from last to 9th. 

But just when things looked more greener, the bubble well and truly burst. Failing to 
make any impression, Bunce's earlier comments were deemed spot on. Alas, with the 
ship sinking, Bunce was pushed overboard with just four rounds remaining with player 
Brian Carnaby resuming a caretaker position. A 3-1 loss to Altona City in round 21 
signalled the end in black and white. 

With the Dockerty Cup the last chance to leave some sort of impression, Wilhelmina 
having scraped trough the Third round 1-0 against Provisional League side Geelong, 
suddenly found themselves with a semi-final berth against League champions Croatia. 

Having conquered the mountain once, yet another upset in this "David and Goliath" 
battle looked well and truly out of the question. Wilhelmina not to be denied took a 
shock lead through Brian Thom after 37 minutes and then signed and sealed a place in 
the final when Mike Kupinic beat Yakka Banovic in the 74th minute. 

Despite a quick reply sixty seconds later the mighty had fallen once again. With just 
George Cross standing in the way of glory, Wilhelmina once again performed heroics in 
front of the 3,000 strong Olympic Park crowd. Coming from behind twice, a Ken Read 
goal four minutes from time ended a fairytale dream. 

Wilhelmina's gallant 12 was as follows: Wilding, Adams, Garthwaite, Carnaby, de 
Bruyckere (Junior), Barbour, O'Callaghan, Anderson (Verniers), Kupinic, Plumb and 
Thom. 
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FIRST TEAM 1980 
Back Row (ltor):; Mr... v. Hoboken, T. Sullivam, G. Chot, T. Hawke, D. Pasman, P. Cork, G. v.Leuverden, 
I. Greener, M de Bruyckere. 
Front: B. Thom, D. Tattersalls, A. Anderson, R. Verniers, B. Malt, G. Groenewald,. 
J. O'Callaghan. 


TOUGH TIMES AHEAD 


Unlike 1967, there would be no instant comeback to the State League in '79. Once 
again de Bruyckere was installed as coach for his fourth stint at the club, having 
enjoyed reasonable success with the likes of Green Gully and Preston Makedonia 
during his absence. 

As predictable, a number of more senior players from the previous season moved on, 
looking to continue their careers in the top State competition. Losing the likes of 
Adams (Essendon Croatia), Thom (George Cross), Coulson (Frankston City) and 
Garthwaite (Preston) left considerable holes and vulnerability within the structure. 

Despite the arrival of Englishman Ian Greener to bolster the forward line, not even his 
healthy contribution in front of goal could raise the team further than fourth place in the 
end. 

The season was not without success with a resounding 4-1 victory over Western 
Suburbs clinching the side the Tommy Burns Memorial Trophy, a knockout competition 
open solely to Metropolitian League clubs. 

The introduction of the "two up two down” system by the V.S.F. (Victorian Soccer 
Federation) in 1980 proved a godsend and blessing in disguise to the club. Clearly not 
capable of catching the runaway Doveton train, Wilhelmina had enough steam in the 
engine to occupy second spot at the business end for the final seven rounds. 

Weary of a return to the State League with a First Division senior squad, the net was 
cast yet again to Britain for fresh reinforcements. Defender David Brooks, goalkeeper 
Les Fearn and forwards Paul O'Riley and Brian Sinclair were shipped in to the fray, 
along with veteran Brian Thom who made a welcome return after a two year absence 
with George Cross. 


Fare 26 


With an assignment of stability and survival the main criteria, a somewhat up and 
down start soon saw the team in all sorts of trouble in the lower bottom half. Matters 
were not helped any when the first ever Wilhelmina/Croydon derby took place in round 
eight at Croydon Park. Croydon, once a long distant admirer of Wilhelmina, showed 
little compassion with a five nil hammering, in what would be the start of a long 
domination between the two clubs. 

Wilhelmina's grip on the State League was well and truly hanging on a thread as it 
slipped to second last on the table after a 6-1 away defeat to Essendon Croatia in round 
18. 

With the club now at a crisis point, the players showed resounding fighting spirit to 
clinch seven out of an eight possible sixth place. 

Intent to build on that whirlwind final stanza, Wilhelmina went on a ferocious pre- 
season import frenzy with nine new faces arriving at Jubilee Park, Ken Barclay 
(Linfield/Northern Ireland), Kenny Stewart (Tobermore/Northern Ireland), David 
Hoyland (Hayworth Colliery/England), David Gibson (Scunthorpe/England), Barry 
Burton (England), Tony McDermott (Gabisco/England), Billy de Graaf (Wollongong), 
Joe Tront (Victoria/Mooroolbark/Croydon/Alexander/Melb.Croatia) and Hank Stroes 
(Alkmaar/Holiand),. 

The number reached double figures shortly into the season with the arrival of former 
Oldham Athletic/Haltfax Town and KPV/Finland striker Joe Carroll. 

The losses to the squad though large in quality were minimal with just Ian Greeener, 
John O'Callaghan and Brian Sinclair moving on. 

Despite the large influx, results once again became a lottery to pick. A tough away 
fixture to Melbourne Croatia in round 13 looked nothing short of a hiding to nothing, 
but the ability of Wilhelmina teams to produce the big upset once again came to the fore. 
A Carroll strike past keeper Peter Blasby settled the issue 1-0, but the huge result did 
nothing to enhance the team overall, with the next thirteen rounds seeing just one win 
and three draws forthcoming. 

Still survival was once again produced but only by the barest of threads. 

The end of the '82 campaign also drew the curtain on Van Hoboken's long reign as 
president. Having held the post which his hands had created nearly thirty years earlier, 
the now ageing businessman sold off his interests, with an interim committee taking 
control. 

Also on the way out was de Bruyckere, a victim of both poor results and the new 
broom sweeping the club. 

With Bill Wannett elected the new president, there was a dawn of optimism for the 
road ahead. Joe Carroll whom had formed a rather healthy striking partnership with 
Stewart in their debut season, was an early omission prior to '83 having been off-loaded 
for a rather hefty fee to NSL outfit Footscray J.U.S.T. He was somewhat adequately 
replaced by West Australian Neil Garvey who arrived early into the season to help 
Stewart in attack. 

The club reached possibly one of its lowest ebbs in round 17 with an away trip to 
Green Gully Ajax. Having been buried the previous week 5-1 by Croatia, Wilhelmina 
went crashing to a record 8-0 defeat with renowned goalpoacher Paul Lewis running 
rings around the defence with a four goal helping. 


Non-plussed coach Nick van Egmond was simple with his post match summary 
muttering the words "we got hammered didn't we". The former Wilhelmina keeper of 
fifteen years service would last just one more week in charge, ironically losing his place 
to another Wilhelmina custodian Rudi van Altena. 

In a quite bizarre chain of events, teenage reserve striker John Nyholt would have a 
day never to forget against Juventus at Olympic Park in round 22. Having to line up in 
the reserves as keeper due to Rick Janssen's promotion to the senior squad, Nyholt 
performed quite admirably in the unfamiliar role though unknown to him, his keeping 
days were far from over. 





FIRST TEAM 1982 
Back Row (1 to r): S. de Bruyckere, D. Hoyland, P. O'Riley, D. Pasmans, J, Groenewald, J Nyholt, 
B. Thom, C. Bravo, K. Stewart. 
Front: D. Gibson, J. Luyten, M. Crozier, R. Verniers, B. de Graaf, D. Brooks, K. Barclay. 


Required to sit on the bench for the main fixture, and with Janssen looking to make an 
impression with first choice Stuart Lee away on duty with Victoria in the Australia 
Junior Championships, tragedy struck after just nine minutes. Trying to save a Fabio 
Incantalupo penalty, Janssen dislocated his thumb, racked with pain and quite clearly 
unable to continue, the call to the bench for a replacement saw Nyholt once again in 
action for certainly his longest afternoon in senior company. 

Having once again escaped relegation by the skin of their teeth, Wilhelmina again 
devoured the squad with more "comings and goings” than the Bourke Street Mall. Two 
handy new arrivals in '84 were striking duo, Greg Warsawski and Kees Storm. With 
Stewart making it a three pronged attack, there was only a slight lift in form and results 
after a scratchy opening. The coaching position once again became a case of musical 
chairs, van Althena moved out and was replaced by the current president Cor Teeuw. 

Teeuw whom spent most of his playing career at Ringwood United with a brief spell at 
Jubilee Park, was able to weave Wilhelmina through the bottom half of the table on his 
arrival to a respectable final placing of 7th. 

One sour note to come out of the season was the fiasco involving four Ethiopian 
refugees. The quartet, all internationals with their now distant country, soon had the 
V.S.F. breathing fire in regards to their status. All four were eventually banned due to 
red tape with international clearances after a long and lengthy battle. 
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FIRST TEAM 1983 
D. Oats, R. Weeks, R. Verniers, R. Janssen, D. de Kort, D. Brooks, E. Pena, B. Thom. 


Back Row (1. to r): 
Front: B. Caddle, C. White, J. Tront, D. Corke, G. Haupt, B. Burton, K. Stewart. 


SLIP, SLIDING AWAY 


All the hard work from '84 evaporated into a puff of smoke in both 1985 and '86. 
Forced to wait until round 8 for the first success in "85, a streamline of continuing 
poor showings finally ended the reign of Teeuw, with former long standing 
Victorian junior mentor Bill Curran sweeping into the driving seat for the final 
helter-skelter. 

Curran's impressive record with teenagers counted for very little and despite failing to 
achieve a single win under his guidance, Wilhelmina were spared relegation simply on 
the fact that Albion Rovers were a far worse outfit overall. Demoted to the role of 
reserves coach at the start of '86, Kees Storm took control, though his life existence in 
the post lasted little more than a month. 

With by far the youngest and least inexperienced squad in the competition, yet another 
coach Tom Kelly tried desperately to halt the most likely of outcomes. With a paltry 
figure of just 19 goals for and 49 against, Wilhelmina despite finishing four points clear 
of an even more depleted Melbourne Hungaria, were once again sent adrift back to the 
First Division. 

To add further salt into an already gaping wound Wilhelmina had to also sit back and 
watch arch rivals Croydon City claim the League title. 


BACK WITH A VENGEANCE 


Once again the long haul back looked a daunting task. The desire to bring 
overseas players out which had been a trademark with the club through the 
majority of its existence for now was on hold. 

The complete senior squad which had dismally failed was put through a complete 
overhaul with a number of the '86 squad off-loaded. In their place the club took 
somewhat of a large gamble by signing injury prone duo Andy Hughes and Brian 
Keenan. The midfielder and striker both had impressive credentials at Box Hill, while 
Keenan would certainly have enjoyed a far more successful spell at Melbourne Croatia 
had it not been for wonky knees. 

Also added to the squad were former players Kenny Stewart and Rick Janssen, both 
having been lured back after spells with Frankston Pines. 

After an impressive start with wins against Werribee, Nunawading and Richmond, the 
ri igs a brief spell went off the rails, enough at least to end Tom Kelly's spell as 
coach. 

The exit once again signalled yet another berth for de Bruyckere. The move to install 
the "come-back kid” paid rich rewards as the team quickly hopped back on track and 
expressed up the table. 

Wilhelmina now possessed possibly the best strike force in the competition with a 
further signing, this time in the form of Nunawading City's Chris Middlemast. 
Middlemast who had shot to brief fame during a spell with South Melbourne Hellas in 
the National League, joined Keenan, Stuart Thompson and to a latter extent Stewart and 
Nyholt as a fearful attack. 


With the forwards doing their part, so to did the likes of Janssen, Graham Haupt, 
Verniers, Luke Russell and Mark Bakker and the realisation quickly occurred that this 
team was very much a worthy title aspirant. 

Standing between those aspirations though was another fearful force in the form of 
Bulleen. Having gone down to the Italian backed outfit in their first encounter, 
Wilhelmina extracted revenge in round 20 with a Keenan hat-trick the difference in the 
scoreline, 

That win signalled an unbeaten stretch of 13 matches and the orange machine was 
now sitting proudly on top of the table. 

With the championship now just around the corner, a home slip-up against North 
Dandenong (0-2) the following week once again put the cat amongst the pigeons. That 
Joss would in the long run prove a devastating blow. 

Once again the results began to flow crisply and no more so than the final home 
fixture against Doncaster Rovers. With the match a special occasion because of the 
pending retirement of veteran Ron Verniers, Wilhelmina went on a goalscoring 
rampage blasting seven past the relegation bound Rovers. Alas the retirement would 
prove premature so too would Wilhelmina's title hopes. 

Assured of promotion, the season was rounded off with a comfortable 3-1 away win 
against Essendon Triestina placing Wilhelmina one point ahead on top of the table. 
That position would last just seven days with Bulleen having a postponed match up its 
sleeve also travelling to Triestina, collecting the same result, two points and with it the 
championship. 
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RUNNERS UP DIVISION ONE 1987 
Back Row (Itor): 8. de Bruyckere, T. Noy, G. Haupt, M. Bakker, H. Meyer, J. Nyholt, R.. Janssen 
B. Lange, C. Spruit. 
Front: A. Hughes, L. Russell, S. Thompson, R. Verniers, B. Keenan, K. Stewart, C. Middlemast. 
Mascot: Mathew Verniers 


Having failed dismally during the last six year stretch in the State League, Wilhelmina 
went about changing those fortunes by going to great expense to lure Robbie Nelson as 
first team coach. Having guided Polonia to the 1987 State League title, Nelson was 
clearly seen as the man to give Wilhelmina that competitive edge. 

With the local transfer market overly priced, one way airfares were once again back in 
town. The first batch of arrivals pre-season came in the form of wily Irishman John 
Corvan and English duo Paul May and John Davie. The steady flow continued 
throughout the season with Doug Nolan, Michael Maguire, Declan Kennedy and Peter 
Cocker further bolstering the British contingent. 

The magic formula for which president Cor Spruit and Co had hoped Nelson would 
administer, simply just did not eventuate. With the past looking to once again creep up 
on the club, the final nail in Nelson's coffin was hammered home after a penalty 
shootout finally saw Second Division Doncaster Rovers shaken off in the first round of 
the Dockerty Cup. Despite the lost post, Nelson briefly stayed on in a playing capacity 
as former player Gary Groenewald was handed first team duties as caretaker coach. 


HANS TO THE RESCUE 


After a quick scurry to find a replacement, former star of the early Wilhelmina 
glory period, Hans Petersen took command. Petersen had won a big reputation as 
a junior coach with Port Melbourne churning out an impressive rate of youngsters 
to both the National League and Socceroo set-ups. 

After an early bumpy ride, Petersen soon found the right team ingredients and the 
push was now on with consecutive victories over Caulfield City (1-0), Fawkner (2-1) 
and Green Gully (1-0), the team's moment of truth to test just how far it had come 
landed with the visit of the powerful Heidelberg United Alexander in round 16. 

The "Bergers" on course to reclaim their lost National League spot and runaway 


League leaders were hit for six in the opening twenty minutes as Wilhelmina raced to a 
2-0 lead courtesy of a stunning Corvan free kick and an opportunists strike from Nyholt. 

With the large Greek support stunned into silence, the "Bergers" bounced back in the 
second half with giant forward Dennis Morovic evening the ledger with two telling 
blows. In a bustling finish, Wilhelmina finally sealed one of the most memorable wins 
in matty a day as Nyholt broke free to coolly beat keeper Mike Chatzitifinos with a 
sweetly struck angled shot. 

Brought back to earth the following week by Polonia, the set back was only a minor 
intrusion. Well and truly out of any relegation danger, the team looked a formidable 
combination and never more so than in rounds 27 and 28. 

The visit of last season's sparring partner Bulleen to Jubilee Park was nothing short of 
a massacre. Racing to a three nil lead in the opening fifteen minutes, Wilhelmina was 
relentless for the entire match with a Nyholt hat-trick and a double from Cocker playing 
a major role in the final 7-1 scoreline. 

Six days later, away to Caulfield, the goalscoring show once again continued with the 
5-1 win. 

Rounding off the season with a win and a draw Wilhelmina's second half performance 
was indeed championship material, unmatched by any other club and certainly had 
results been more kind in the beginning, the final position of seventh would indeed have 
been much higher. 

With just the Dockerty Cup, now rated no more than a pre-season exercise for the 
National League clubs left, Wilhelmina was given its chance to pit their ability against 
NSL outfit Sunshine Geroge Cross. The third round fixture simply was a non event 
with Georgie coasting to a 5-1 scoreline thanks to the talents and goals of John 
Markovski. 

For the first time in well over two decades, Wilhelmina entered into a State League 
season as firm championship potential. The loss of Nyholt whose tally of 14 was only 
bettered by St. Albans Ivan Kelic was a major blow. The Nyholt/Cocker combination 
had netted an impressive 23 goals and indeed had played a large bearing on the 
tremendous form reversal. 

Also leaving Jubilee Park behind was keeper Rick Janssen, whose career in the police 
force required a move to Bendigo. 

With the visit of Frankston Pines opening up the eagerly awaited season, Wilhelmina 
looked dead and buried late in the second half trailing 3-1. But goals to Declan 
Kennedy and John Davie saved the day and Wilhelmina had collected a point in the 
opening fixture of a State League season for the first time in five attempts. 

With injuries and suspensions soon casting a doubt over the sides week to week 
performances, the fetish for knocking over top rated sides once again brought a ray of 
hope. Unfortunately the 2-1 win over Brunswick United Juventus in round nine failed 
to ignite any sparks. One of the hero's of the win was Cocker who scored the vital 
winner, but alas that would prove his last goal for the club with a transfer to Northcote 
City just around the corner. 

A horrendous patch of five consecutive losses without a goal being scored placed the 
team rated once with so much potential, just one spot off the bottom rung. The win and 
goal drought was finally broken against Northcote in round 21 and the final 2-1 
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1988 FIRST.TEAM 
Back Row: * ~ Front Row: 
K. Stewart. M. McGuire. 
R. Verniers. D. Nolan. 

C. Wymess. D. Kennedy. 


H. Meyer. J. Nyholt. 
P, Cocker. P. May. 

C. Makin. R. Janssen. 
J. Cumming. 





scoreline was once again repeated the following week against Caulfield, to give the team 
temporary relief from possible relegation woes. 

Wilhelmina made it a hat-trick of 2-1 scorelines the following week with a Marcel de 
Ridder's penalty finally ending the club's win hoodoo against Croydon City. In the 
previous fifteen meetings, Wilhelmina had managed just three draws, scoring a paltry 
12 goals while conceding 38. 

Apart from an easy 5-1 win over the doomed Polonia in the final home fixture, there 
was little joy in the final run home. The season finally ended at the hands of South 
Melbourne Hellas in the third round of the Dockerty Cup with the match little more than 
a training run for the NSL storm-troopers. 

Despite finishing 12th, four spots from the cellar, the V.S.F. looking to revamp the 
flagging competition gave Wilhelmina plenty of sleepless nights and a good deal of 
worry. With plans to axe the bottom six clubs to form a renamed Premier League 
competition, a long and lengthy court battle strewn over several months and at great cost 
all but occupied the closed season on the eve of 1990. 

In the end the clubs won a reprieve and the State League bolstered by Heidelberg’s re- 
presence plus the new additions from the First Division, was 18 teams strong. 

With the competition well and truly behind schedule, the innovation of "double 
header" Saturday/Sunday fixtures was jokingly introduced. 

Unperturbed by the late start, Wilhelmina was given the tough first up assignment of a 
visit from Heidelberg, yet again down from the National League. In a carbon copy of 
1986, Wilhelmina caused a huge upset claiming the "Bergers" scalp 3-2, with the 
unknown Wayne Brown the hero of the day with two goals. Signed from Provisional 
League outfit Hampton Park, his stay would be a brief affair though he would be back 
later to fight another day. 

Caught up in the unfavourable elements of the hectic League structure, results of any 
great note were as rare as hens teeth. Predicting that another battle with the V.S.F 
would be one sure certainty, Kaz Kulak whom had replaced the retired Hans Petersen at 
the start of the term, was unloaded after failing to fit the committee's requirements. 

The highly skilled John Corvan was given his first taste of coaching with the main 
aim of his appointment being solely aimed at survival. The move had little effect apart 
from an upset 1-0 victory over Juventus, courtesy of a Duncan Plank scramble. 

Rotating between 15th and 16th place on the table, Wilhelmina should have been 


spared relegation under normal circumstances. But the V.S.F. hell-bent on a new 12 
team Premier League competition, finally won the race. 


For Wilhelmina it was relegation once again, though this time the battle was not lost 
so much by table standings, instead it would be a simple case of pure stand over tactics. 


THE FIVE YEAR PLAN BEGINS 


With the State League now transformed into the Premier League and the 
Metropolitan League reverted into four State League divisions (confusing to say the 
least) Wilhelmina began 1991 simply as a year of rebuilding. 

While in the past the need to win instant promotion was deemed essential, soccer like 
most other sporting pastimes had well and truly felt the pinch of an economic recession 
and the days of big spending were certainly a luxury few could afford. 

As was the case in previous demotions, Wilhelmina's senior squad all but disappeared 
leaving a skeleton army with minimal experience. The British strong hold had all but 
vanished, with only Steve McGuigan, Colin Blackley and Brian Vasey left flying the 
Union Jack. 

Moving on were Corvan (Brunswick Juventus), May (Morwell), Maguire (Springvale 
City), Nolan (Croydon City) and Fred Whalley (Waverley City), while Paul Muir, Chris 
Smith and Steve Walker all ventured back home. Also retreating Jubilee Park was 
veteran defender John Cumming (Frankston Pines) and youngster Spencer Jones (Knox 
City). 

To cover the losses of Johnathan Groenewald (Boronia, previously with Wilhelmina in 
1978), Jamie Rogers (Croydon City), Anthony Cogswell (Nunawading City) and Kees 
Storm (Mooroolbark) were added to the first team ranks. 

Yet again a new coach was introduced in the form of Harry Chalkitis, a former Port 
Melbourne Slavia player of the late ‘60s and early ‘70s who despite having no experience 
at coaching senior level, was widely regarded in the junior circles. 

With no great ambitions apart from stability, the team started the season like a house 
on fire, with a top of the table post claimed after just seven rounds. Unbeaten, that run 
came to an a abrupt end the following week against Westgate (2-1) and like the 
namesake structure, slowly but surely a streak of inconsistency saw a long and winding 
descent take shape. 

Slipping to 7th two thirds through the campaign and with form now all but vanished 
so too did Chalkitis. That exit once again opened the door for yet another de Bruyckere 
reappearance, though in the end, not even his new ideas plus an impressive 12 goal haul 
from the flamboyant Washington "Herber" Castillo, could stop the club from slipping 
dismally to a final resting place of 10th. 

Unfortunately the season would end in some controversy. Drawn to play Fawkner in 
the semi finals of the Armstrong Cup, Wilhelmina was disqualified less than twenty four 
hours prior to the meeting after a V.S.F. investigation deemed that goalkeeper Glenn 
Clarke had been an ineligible selection in the quarter final victory over Croydon. 

With the rules stipulating that any player having played or been named in the 
Dockerty Cup is automatically expelled from the Armstrong Cup, Clarke having served 
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as reserve keeper and therefore on the teamsheet was deemed off-limits, though many 
suspicious circumstances to how the query was first raised and subsequent findings is 
still a big mystery. . 

The plans for thescentinued rebuilding program nearly were sent into the depths of 
despair after the club suffered their worst season since the birth. 1992 all but looked a 
sad and tragic unfolding as a very young and relatively inexperienced combination was 
required to fight for dear life to avoid a further drop. 

With Doveton all but securing one relegation spot, the second vacancy was an 
"eastern" dogfight with Wilhelmina and Mooroolbark locked in combat from the 
opening season kick-off to the concluding stages. . . 

The wheels of fortune finally turned in favour of Wilhelmina at the business end with 
five points out of possible six in the final three rounds, shunting the "Barkers" into the 
doom of the Second Division. . 

Wilhelmina owed a lot of their survival to the weekly brilliance of goalkeeper Brian 
Vasey whose reign between the posts came about more by misfortune than anything else. 

With coach Kees Storm giving the nod to Glenn Clarke as first team choice, a cruel 
twist of fate in the form of an injury dealt Vasey an unexpected call up and he did not let 
the chance slip finally taking out the club's Best and Fairest award. . 

Closely following in the shadows of Vasey and more than worthy of a mention was 
defender Peter Langeveld and captain Cameron Brown who constantly produced one 
hundred per cent performances despite the trying times. 


COMMITTEE 1993 





Back Row (I to r): Tony Noy, Gerrit Verschuur, (Treas.), Frank Whytkamp, Ben Lange, Eddie Coolen. 
Front: Cor Teeuw (Pres.) Nel Groeneweg (V. Pres.), Joe v.d. Wal (Sec.). 


THE CLASS OF '93 


Given the significance of the 40th anniversary season, the club having played with 
fire and having duly had their fingers burned looked to a recruiting campaign to at 
least regain a competitive edge. 

The welcome return of renowned goalscorer John Nyholt started the ball rolling and 
the motion continued with Robbie Mantel, Darren Cooper (both Mooroolbark), Nick 
Hurleston (Nunawading City) and Peter Boone all signed during the pre-season. Further 
signings throughout the season also included Chris Weiland (Knox City), Tom 
Karapatsos (Heidelberg United on loan), Martin Posar (free agent), John Gabrielson 
(Fawkner) and Peter Morgan (Knox City on loan). 

With the new influx, coach Gary Groenewald entering into his second term, was at 
least given options that had been so scarcely limited previously. 

The '93 campaign opened up with a disastrous 3-5 loss to Western Suburbs in the first 
round of the Dockerty Cup. Leading 3-2 and with the match seemingly settled a late 
flurry by Wests thwarted a feature second round tie against Juventus. 

The visit of Richmond kicked off the League with the first of five night fixtures to be 
played at Jubilee Park. Having tested the concept as a one off in '92 (vs Mooroolbark) 
the move proved a real crowd drawer. Nyholt gave Wilhelmina a flying start to the 
season finding the back of the net after just seven minutes but the match swung quickly 
in favour of the visitors and in the end a final scoreline of (2-3) left a sour taste. 

The round two visit to Oakleigh saw the start of a good away run with the 1-0 victory 
followed up by wins at Northcote (2-1), Broadmeadows (3-1) and Frankston Pines (1-0), 
while there were draws at Altona City and Westgate (despite this fixture being 
transferred to Ringwood). 

Home form though was a major concern with a two all draw against Western Suburbs 
the only point collection in the opening ten rounds. 
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FIRST TEAM 1993 
Back Row (ltor): —P. Spruit, R. Lange, G. Groenewald, B. Vasey, N. Hurleston, C. Weiland, M. Poser, 
: J, Nyholt, P. Langeveld. 
ront: 


M. Phillips, A. Groenewald, P. Morgan, D. Cooper, P. Verechia, J. Groenewald, D. Ward, 
J. Gabrielson. 
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The duck was finally broken in round 11 when a Weiland double in the opening 
thirteen minutes disposed of Mordialloc. With a home victory finally breaking the 
drought, the away form which had been a real shining light all but flew a fuse. 

Having suffered { heavy loss to Western Suburbs in round 18 (4-0) Wilhelmina 
produced its best performance in well over five years the following week with a 7-0 
thrashing over a hapless Altona City. Peter Morgan whistled in a first half hat-trick 
finally bagging four, while Darren Cooper (2) and Nyholt (1) rounded off the scoring. 

Undoubtedly one of the prize performances to also come out of the season was the 
marvellous achievement in securing the double over promotion favourites Frankston 
Pines. With both clashes going the way of a 1-0 scoreline, there was certainly proof 
enough that the team despite finishing just shy of mid table, was a more than capable 
working unit. 

The final three games were met with mixed success. The third last game against 
Mordialloc away finished in a 2-2 draw. The next, a home game against Westgate was 
convincingly won by Wilhelmina 3-1 and in the last match at home against Werribee, a 
crucial encounter for the visitors because of promotional chances, was lost 3-1. 

Highlights of the last game were that when the final whistle went, Werribee had won 
the League Championship and Wilhelmina had four youngsters of the future on the 
park, namely Chris Nedza, aged 15, Ashley Groenewald 16, Bradley Graper 17 and 
Peter Morgan 18. 

What future lies ahead time can only tell, but there is every indication that with the 
club in a financial stronghold in comparison to many ailing foes, the days of glory may 
well be in the background, but the orange shirt will continue to live on. 


Final League standings for 1993: 

FIRSTS PW DL F A Pts RESERVES PWHOL F A Pts 
Werribee City 26 15 7 4 44 22 37 Pt Melbourne 26 19 6 1 78 27 44 
Port Melbourne 26 15 6 5 58 31 36 WerribeeCity 25 14 7 4 62 23 35 
Richmond 26 14 7 5 52 25 35 +#Frkston Pines 25 15 5 5 64 37 35 
D'caster Rovers 26 14 7 5 48 21 35 Di'casterRov. 25 14 6 5 56 30 34 
Frankston Pines 26 13 7 6 58 29 33.  B'meadows 25 13 5 7 33 24 31 
Northcote City 26 1110 5 34 23 32 Richmond 25 13 4 8 62 44 30 
Bell Park 26 11 7 8 34 27 29 Bell Park 25 12 5 8 53 42 29 
Ringwood City 26 9 6 11 39 40 24 West. S'burbs 26 10 4 12 43 5124 
B'meadows City 26 7 9 10 25 36 23 AltonaCity 26 9 6 11 25 3624 
West. S'burbs 26 6 9 11 36 46 21 RingwoodC. 25 7 8 10 48 4822 
Oakleigh 26 7 7 12 29 43 21 Oakleigh 26 7 3 16 37 5617 
Westgate 26 311 12 25 47 17 NorthcoteC. 24 7 3 14 34 6317 
Altona City 26 3 5 18 23 61 11 Westgate 25 1 4 20 14 63 6 
Mordialloc 26 3 419 15 69 10 Mordialloc 24 2 0 22 18 83 4 





RESERVE TEAM 1993 
Back Row(ltor): — S. McGuigan, G. Groenewald, H. Vrolyks, M. Hamidy, P. Vidic, J. Morks, 
A.. Cantone, S. Jurado, B. Hill. 


Front: R. Lepre, D. Groenewald, B. Graper, J. Kok, D. Spruit, S. Esquivel, C. Nedza. 


PLAYERS' SQUAD 1993. 

John Nyholt (captain), Brian Vasey, Peter Langeveld, Graham Haupt, Jamie Prinsen, 
Peter Verechia, Nick Hurleston, Robert Lange, Craig Whitehouse, Jai Thomas, Martin 
Phillips, Martin Posar, Simon Oliver, Kevin Culham, Chris Weiland, Darren Cooper, 
Bradley Graper, Johnathon Groenewald, Piero Lepre, David Ward, Shaun Baisley, 
Simon Vogrinec, Ashley Groenewald, Peter Boone, Arco Cantone, Jason Morks, Peter 
Morgan, John Gabrielson, Tom Karapatsos, Sergio Esquivel, Bernard Mathot, Robbie 
Mantel, Justin Ruddock, Chris Nedza, Jason Kok (reserve keeper). 








THE AUTHOR WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTORS 
FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE IN PIECING TOGETHER FORTY YEARS OF 
HISTORY. WITHOUT THEIR HELP, TIME AND EFFORTS, SUCH A PROJECT 
WOULD HAVE BEEN A NEAR DAUNTING AND IMPOSSIBLE TASK. 


Arthur Derian (for researching over 30 years of results), Tony Noy (Design & Lay-out), 
Frank Kos (Front Cover), Ron Verniers, John van Hoboken, Sjel de Bruyckere, Len 


Stone, The Leader Newspaper Group and last but not least, (the staff/newspaper 
archives) Victorian State Library. 


THANK YOU ONE AND ALL, David Bullock. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE JUNIORS 


The Junior Club has now been in existence for over 35 years and must certainly be 
one of the oldest established clubs in existence. 

It all started in tHe%mid 50's when a few enthusiastic parents and children decided 
something had to be done for their boys. It started with only a couple of teams in those 
years and to make up the numbers, quite often some boys had to play two games. 

Also in those days there were no passports as is the case now and if a boy was too tall 
there were question marks raised about his age. 

Though there have been some lean years as far as success on the field is concerned, 
there have also been a spate of high-lights. One of great note was the achievement of 
former senior player and coach and Under 14's mentor Archie Campbell who during his 
time in charge took his side to the championship. 

Off the field the club has certainly achieved great feats with sixteen teams once in 
place during the heyday era. 

Over the years the junior teams have played on just about every ground in Ringwood. 
The main ground in the "old days" was located at the corner of Warrandyte Road and 
Maroondah Highway. Being on the low side of the road, it looked at times like a replica 
of Ringwood Lake. However not many games were ever cancelled as after all soccer is a 
winter sport. 

Over the years the club also had to contend with numerous acts of vandalism, i.e. 
broken goal posts, pitches ruined by both bike and car tracks, break-ins and even arson 
on the clubrooms, which in turn destroyed all equipment. 

When the new Pavilion opened in 1989, it was the culmination of many years of 
lobbying and sheer hard work by a number of people over many years through various 
committees. 

In 199], through hard work and fundraising, floodlights were installed and the 
Council also lent some assistance by improving the ground. The facilities are now 
second to none in the Eastern suburbs at junior level., 

The 1993 division of the juniors is 135 players strong (134 boys and 1 girl). 

Some of the current teams are doing very well, others less so, but generally the boys 
(and girl) have a good time and there is a positive spirit within the club. 

It is the intention to maximise the performances of the teams and form a source of 
supply of players for the senior reserve and first teams. Already a number of junior 
players have progressed into the reserves. 


In this the anniversary year, Kees Kos celebrates 
his 20th year as a junior coach. For two decades, 
Kees has been welcoming new boys in our under 
seven teams and introduced them to the game of 
soccer. He has been a very staunch supporter of the 
club and in this his final year as a mentor, his 
involvement will be indeed sorely missed. 





Material supplied by Frits van Egmond. 
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THE 1993 JUNIOR COMMITTEE 





RICK VAN DUPPEN President DOUG SWAN Registrar errr ; a ed . 
FRITS VAN EGMOND Secretary JEFF BROWN Property Officer “ee sok | aioe 
ROBERT BULLOCK _ Asst/Secretary DON D'URBANO Manson Reserve Rep. errr 
SAM BIXBY Treasurer 
Team Manager: Coach: 
Under 7 LORRAIN TESTER KEES KOS 
Under 8 LINA NOTARO RICK VAN DUPPEN 
Under 9 ANGELA WEBB BRIAN LANG a 
Under 10 LOUISE JASPER HENK JASPER = fA Mi { 
Under 12b LINDA McKENZIE RON VERNIERS | ” ei 
Under 12 a STEVE PONGHO CHRIS CHRISTOFOROU . Ss "dang fee, rige bins . : 
Under 14b DAVID RAPSON PIERO LEPRE | 
Under 14a DAVID UPTON MARTIN PHILLIPS ; tl 
a » = -#t 2 Under 13"s 1971 = i, 
oS eS Cink 4 a a & NORTHERN REGION es : 
. cam atl f+ ad CHAMPIONS For all your Insurance enquiries see Gerry or Agnes at 
ef * , Back Row: 550 MT. DANDENONG ROAD, KILSYTH 3137 








— Tim Discombe. 
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Pi | Andrew Farrar. 
Robert Buchanan. 
Rick eh Dupes. 
Robert Coombes. 
Danny McLoughlin 
Mike Vaquero 
Nicky Powell APPY, JOHN AND HENRY VAN DINTHER 
John Waters. 
Sen Voor TELEPHONE 870 1999 
Jeff Sprunt. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT : sapere neamirennns 
I take this opportunity to thank all the people who were involved with the production @ REPAIRS @ SERVICES @ TUNE-UPS 
of this booklet spanning some of the history over the past 40 years. . 
No doubt, a lot of work has gone into this publication and I hope that it may rekindle DISCOUNT HIRE: 
some enthusiasm for this great club, so that we may see many more new and old faces @ CARS @ VANS @ UTES @ TRAILERS 
back at Jubilee Park in future years. 
COR TEEUW, Prien OPEN 24 HOURS 
ITEM OF INTEREST 
Ex players who are presently a member or still involved in some way with the club are: ce = G | O M OTO ie oS 
Theo Leenheers, Jim Keuken, Hans Petersen, Cor Teeuw, Tony Noy, Cor Delgorge, Rini i 


Kok, Tom Olifiers, Hans van Egmond, Appie van Dinther, Dre Remmers, Ate Groen, 
Mike de Bruyckere, Arie Luyten, Ben Lange, Henny v.d. Linde, John Nyholt (Snr.), 
Martin Daniels. 
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